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Motion By Str Jonn M’Fapyean. 


Sir Joun M’Fapyean: Mr. President and Gentle- 
men,—-In the words on the agerda I rise: “ To cll 
attention to the recent action of certain members of 
Council and other members of the profession in 
connection with alleged breaches of Bye-law 53’—- 
an action as irregular and, as I think, of as highly 
reprehensible a character as has ever been taken in 
connection with the charge of unprofessional conduct 
which was preferred against myself by one of my 
fellow members. But the Council is quite mistaken 
if it supposes that the irregularities to which I am going 
to direct attention are only of interest to me. They 
were of profound, and, I may say, of harassing interest 
to me; but I call attention to them because I think, 
unless action is taken by this Council, a similar 
experience may be the lot of any other member, who 
may not be anything like so well able to defend 
himself as I am. But, besides that, I think I shall 
have no difficulty in showing the Council that, if 
it passes over these irregularities without notice, 
the very foundation or constitution of the profession 
may be endangered. The charge to which I have 
referred was made, 1 think, first at a quarterly 
meeting in April, 1921, and it was considered again— 
(the dates are immaterial)—at the quarterly meeting 
in July. I want to make it perfectly clear that I 
am not denying the right of any member of Council 
or any member of the profession to bring what seem 
to him to be breaches of discipline or acts of pro- 
fessional misconduct before the Council. I make no 
complaint at all about that, but I want at the outset 
to make it perfectly clear what are the rights of 
members of the profession with regard to other 
members. I have been astonished to find how ill- 
informed many members of the profession, and some 
members of the Council, are about our own Bye-laws. 
The two Bye-laws that I want to read are Bye-laws 
50 and 51, which are headed “ Professional Conduct.” 
Bye-law 50 is: “The Registration Committee shall 
have power to act for the purpose of investigating 
questions which may arise under Sections 6, 7, 8, 11, 
12, 16 and 17 of the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 1881, 
and Section 2 of the Veterinary Surgeons Amendment 
Act, 1900, and of considering questions of professional 
conduct.” Those are the duties of the Registration 


Committee, and I only read that because the following 
Bye-law (Bye-law 51) makes a reference to it: “ It 
shall be the duty of the Secretary, and the right of 
any Fellow, or Member, or Registered Existing 
Practitioner, to lay before such Committee all facts 
brought to his knowledge which may require in- 
vestigation as provided in the next preceding Bye-law, 
and it shall be part of the duty of the said Committee 
to report to the Council the result of any such in- 
vestigation.” In the last of the two Bye-laws that 
I have read is embodied, so far as I know, every right, 
so to speak, which one member has with regard to 
complaining of the professional conduct of another. 
The further point I want to make, and which I shall 
endeavour finally to make, is that there is nobody 
except this Council that has any right to entertain 
or decide upon any question of professional conduct. 
If anyone takes up a contrary position in the debate 
which will no doubt ensue, I shall ask him to show me 
on what he founds his claim. The particular case 
to which I refer has, very fortunately for me, been 
settled since this notice was put down, and settled in 
a satisfactory manner, that is to say, the Council 
has found, by the adoption of the Minutes of the 
Registration Committee Meeting, that there was no 
foundation for the charge. The actions about 
which I complain, and which I think were very 
dangerous, were mostly taken at a meeting of the 
Royal Counties Veterinary Medical Association, 
which was held some time in the month of July, 1921, 
a few months after my case had been before this 
Council. Now, how could it be proper for any mem- 
ber of the Council to be present even, and take part 
in a discussion on my conduct with regard to this 
particular matter? Well, What happened actually ? 
At the meeting in question, the following members 
were present :—Mr. F. W. Willett, Mr. H. A. Mac- 
Cormack (since dead), Mr. J. W. Baxter, Mr. J. C. 
Coleman, Mr. J. W. McIntosh, Mr. J. Willett, Mr. 
S. H. Slocock, Captain G. Rees-Mogg and the Hon. 
Secretary, Major P. J. Simpson. The point of 
importance in connection with the composition of that 
meeting is, that there were five members of Council 
at it. I ought here to say, in fairness to Major 
Simpson, that he has written me a letter which, 
as I read it, disclaims any responsibility for the 
actions that were taken by the other members of 
the Council. If that is a wrong interpretation of 
his letter, he can correct me. I maintain this to be 
a fair description of the meeting—that it con- 
stituted itself inte a court to try me on a question 








of unprofessional conduct. It is perhaps passing 
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through somebody’s mind at the moment that these 
members were drawing a distinction between what 
they would call professional etiquette and professional! 
misconduct, but, unfortunately in one sense, fortunate- 
ly in another, some of the members of the Council used 
language that leaves no doubt whatever as to what 
was the nature of the offence for which they were 
trying me. In the first place, this meeting, which 
professed to be trying to sift and sit in judgment 
on my actions and find new evidence, began pro- 
ceedings by allowing to be read an anonymous 
article from a journal since dead—-and none too 
early—namely, The Veterinary News. I ask this 
Council to imagine, if they can, any such irregularity 
being allowed in a company of educated business men, 
or in any sort of a court. Imagine a prosecuting 
counsel—because that was really the capacity in 
which the gentleman who read it was acting—being 
allowed by the judge to read an anonymous article 
from any newspaper, let us say the Communist or 
the Daily Herald, perhaps, as if that had got anything 
to do with the case. I only mention this to show 
how absolutely incapable this meeting was (although 
it was, as regards the majority, composed of members 
of this Council) of conducting an enquiry. That 
was the first gross irregularity. A further point 
with regard to which strong exception may be taken 
is that evidence regarding matters that were absolutely 
irrelevant was put forward; and although it is not 
really necessary to refer to this in order that I may 
persuade the Council that the whole proceedings were 
gravely irregular, nevertheless some of these 
irrelevancies were very harmful to my character, 
and I must, therefore, take this opportunity to con- 
tradict them. They were inaccurate ; some of them 
deserve a stronger term. Mr. Coleman began as 
follows: “ The task I have before me is a very un- 
pleasant one, namely, practically bringing a complaint 
against so distinguished a member of our profession. 
I am afraid that his scientific zeal has somewhat 
blinded his eyes to the requirement of the general 
practitioner. As I have repeatedly said at Council 
Meetings in my translation of the word, he does not 
represent the profession, for the reason that he does not 
know the practical needs thereof.” If I may stop 
there for a moment, I should like to refer to this 
question as to whether we who are at thic Council 
Board represent the profession in different degrees. 
I was always under the impression that we all met here 
on a footing of absolute equality, except the President, 
who is primus inter pares. But, as Mr. Coleman 
says here, he has repeatedly brought this question 
up, implying that he and I are not on a footing of 
equality here. If I may stop there for a moment, 
I should like to examine what are his claims to be 
regarded specially as a representative of any section 
of the profession, or specially of what he calls the 
practitioners. I notice that at the last Council 
election Mr. Coleman had the following election 


address : “ I again have the honour of being nominated 
as a candidate at the forthcoming election of members 
of Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 
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I claim to be one of the few members of Council who 
have the interests of the general practitioner and the 
junior officers of the military and the civil service 
at heart, and if it be your pleasure to re-elect me, 
I shall always lay myself out to strenuously fight 
for right and justice for these ’—to fight apparently 
with the other members of the Council, who are in 
the majority——‘“TI sincerely hope that if elected I 
may be placed near the head of the poll as a message 
to the Council ”—-to this Council“ that you approve 
of my efforts on your behalf.” 

What was the result of that appeal to the profession, 
which is nearly entirely composed of practitioners ? 
Not one practitioner in five thought that Mr. Coleman 
was the right man to represent him at this Council, 
and if one hundred of those who voted for him had 
changed their opinion at the last moment, he would 
not have been here. I suggest that if this subject 
is ever revived in Mr. Coleman’s presence he would 
be wise to maintain a discreet silence. Mr. Coleman 
went on to say: “In that connection ”’—(the con- 
nection is not very important, it was the question of 
whether I am the only authority with regard to 
tuberculosis}-“I have a letter—it is a private 
letter ’-—-(it is dangerous apparently to write private 
letters to Mr. Coleman)—-“I will read an extract : 
‘I heard at Folkestone a doctor got up at the Sanitary 
meeting and said he had M’Fadyean’s authority 
that no veterinary surgeon is competent to apply the 
tuberculin test, and that Sir Layton Blenkinsop was 
going to ask for an explanation at the Council meet- 
ing.” Sir Layton Blenkinsop has never asked for 
that explanation at the Council. 

Mr. Mate: I do not wish to interrupt Sir John, 
but I would like to ask if this is relevant. 

The Prestpent: I think the question is very 
relevant. He is leading up to the question ; but it 
is deplorable, I think. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: I think it is a strange 
notion of fair play that I should not be allowed the 
first opportunity, at any rate in Council, to reply 
to a statement of this sort made by a fellow member 
of Council elsewhere. 

Mr. Mate: I did not wish to stop Sir John 
M’Fadyean at all. I rose on a point of order. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: It is rather disturbing. 

Mr. Mate: Sir Layton Blenkinsop is not here. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: I am not blaming Sir 
Layton Blenkinsop, and no person ought to have 
construed what I said as meaning that I was reflecting 
on Sir Layton Blenkinsop. What I suggest is, 
that Sir Layton Blenkinsop knows nothing about it, 
and had nothing to do with this invention. What 
I want to say shortly is that it is an invention. There 
is no shadow of truth about it. It is an untruth, 
which reflects on the intelligence of the person who 
made it, to imagine that I should ever have said that 
there was no veterinary surgeon competent to apply 
the tuberculin test. Now I turn next to what 
Mr. McIntosh said. When I read this, it occurred 
to me that, if these gentlemen had been acting a play 
intended to satirize proceedings at Veterinary 
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Associations, Mr. McIntosh’s part might have been 
created in order to afford what playwrights call “the 
comic relief.” 

Mr. McInrosu: I must really strenuously object. 
I am not being tried at the moment for professional 
conduct. I protest against Sir John’s reference to 
myself on that particular occasion. I shall defend 
myself, and I am prepared to defend myself when the 
time comes. I do think that this is drawing the 
thing out. You are not trying me. Bring it before 
the Registration Committee if you like. 

The PrestpENT: May Mr. Fortune say a word as 
to what should be the line of action taken by Sir 
John? I think we must all regret the further 
disturbance and personal feeling which has again 
cropped up out of this particular matter, and I think 
the Courcil would be very unanimous in doing every- 
thing in its power to overcome any further difficulty 
arising from this repetition of personal animus. 

Mr. Fortune (Counsel): Mr. President and 
Gentlemen,—-If I may say so, my view of this motion 
is that it is a motion arising out of a discussion in 
another place on a decision of the Registration Com- 
mittee. The decision of the Registration Committee 
ought to be final; and in so far as this motion is 
directed to anything, it seems to me on reading it 
that it is directed to considering whether there should 
be a second trial by some other Committee, or some- 
thing of that sort, elsewhere. That being so, it would 
probably not, I think, be in order as far as I can gather 
to discuss the doirgs of other people at other places, 
except upon a re-hearirg of what has already been 
decided by the Registration Committee, who are the 
properly-constituted authority for dealing with 
matters of misconduct. (Hear, hear.) There must 
be some final body to which judges’ decisions can go, 
but, subject to appeal, their decisions have to be 
accepted. You cannot appoint another judge and 
re-try the thing over again somewhere else. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: That is precisely what I 
was coming to. 

The PresmpENT: If you can come to the point, 
Sir John, I should be obliged. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: What is the nature of the 
decision, Mr. President ? 

Mr. Fortune: I gather the objection is that by 
a motion of this sort it is not competent to try 
questions of alleged misconduct or otherwise of other 
particular people. There is no motion as to that. 
The motion before the Council is “to call attention 
to the recent action of certain members of Council 
and other members of the profession in connection 
with alleged breaches of Bye-law 53.” 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: That is my case. 

Mr. Fortune: I gather that it is not to impeach 
the action of any particular member, but it is to draw 
attention to the fact that other bodies have been 
seeking to usurp to themselves the function of the 
Registration Committee. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I submit that I cannot 
show what they were doing collectively if I am not 
allowed to show what they were doing individually ; 
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and it is what Mr. McIntosh did say that proves 
that they were re-trying the case. It was in fact 
stated by Mr. Coleman. 

Mr. Fortune: If I may say so, I think if any 
complaint is to be made as to the action of any 
particular member at any other place, then the 
proper course is to complain under the Bye-laws and 
make complaint of what he has specifically done. 
I do not think, upon a general motion of this sort, to 
criticise the action of another body in another place, 
you can take the action of one particular member 
and deal with it here upon that motion. I do not 
think it is in order. 

The Prestpent: You think that it would be more 
becoming at any rate if these gentlemen had been 
brought before the Registration Committee to show 
cause why they had given expression to these views 
in another place ? 

Sir Stewart Srockman: Is it a misdemeanour 
against professional etiquette to do what these 
gentlemen are said to have done? In my opinion 
it is not, and to try them before the Registration 
Committee seems to me to be absurd. Of course 
I bow to the learned gentleman’s ruling. 

Mr. Fortune: All I meant was this—-that if 
there is anything to be said against them at all-—I 
am not for one moment suggesting that there is—that 
is the tribunal that you ought to bring them before ; 
that is assuming for the purpose of argument that 
there was anything to discuss at all. I am not going 
to say what would be the result, or whether there 
would be anything to discuss. Ali I was suggesting 
was that it cannot be in order to attack one man 
for what he may have done there upon a general 
motion, as I gather this to be, namely, whether it is 
desirable that some other body asa body should usurp 
the functions of the Registration Committee. That 
is as I read this motion. If I am wrong in my 
interpretation of the motion I hope I may be corrected. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: Whether the error is in 
the drafting or not, that certainly does not in the 
least agree with what was my desire, and to give 
effect to it will make it impossible for me to state my 
case, which is that the profession has been placed 
in a dangerous and anomalous position by the fact 
that members of Council are sitting in judgment on, 
and expressing opinions upon, charges of professional 
conduct that are still sub judice. That is my case. 
What I am anxious to show is not merely that that 
may involve very great personal injury “to individual 
members of the profession, because if it is allowed 
no man’s character is safe. Six, or even twenty, 
members of this Council may have brought up at a 
meeting of a local Association a question of pro- 
fessional misconduct on a case which is still sub judtce, 
and I submit that it is an outrage on all the rules 
that have been introduced in courts of law to secure 
right and justice that that should be allowed, and 
that a man should be allowed to say of me the things 
that some of these members said at that particular 
meeting. I am not pressing it as against myself, 
but this thing is likely to occur again in the future 
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unless the Council, as I am anxious they should do, 
will re-affirm their own authority with regard to all 
questions of professional conduct. And there is a 
far greater danger than this, namely, that it may 
involve hardship and unfairness and worry to 
individual members of the profession. Charges of 
professional conduct very frequently raise questions 
touching the relationship of the whole profession to 
the public, and that has been done in this case. For 
example, the gravamen of the charge against me is 
that I sent vaccines and “ sera” as they are called— 
my vaccines and my sera to owners of particular 
animals. There is no doubt that was the impli- 
cation in a demand that was made to me by the 
National Veterinary Association, this demand being 
passed on from one of the local Veterinary Societies, 
where it was openly said that owing to this conduct 
on my part owners would be able to give these 
medicines themselves. That was openly said. 

Mr. WiLLETT: On a point of order may I say, as 
one of the members that were present at that meeting, 
that we distinctly dissociated ourselves from any 
charge of unprofessional conduct against Sir John 
M’Fadyean, and would not subscribe to it. At 
the end of the meeting, if Sir John M’Fadyean will 
get to that point, he will see that we, the members 
of the Council, and the whole of the meeting dissociated 
themselves from any charge of unprofessional conduct, 
and Mr. Coleman, at the desire of the meeting, with- 
drew the charge. 

Mr. CoLteman: Absolutely—immediately. 


Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: Will you please put this 
question to the gentleman who has just spoken, 
or to Mr. McIntosh. If that is so, what did he mean 
by the following language: “I have no hesitation 
in saying that if any individual member of the pro- 
fession had taken up a similar attitude he would have 
been dealt very strongly with by the Council ” ? Mr. 
President, I want to know what are the things for 
which members of the profession are dealt with very 
strongly by the Council. Further than that, he went 
on to say that if the case came before him at the 
Council, he would deal with me very seriously. 

Mr. Wittetr: I protest. That was not said. 
Can you show us that in the paper ? 

Mr. Coteman: I do not think so. 
word was uttered. 

The Prestpent: Gentlemen, I crave your in- 
dulgence. 

Mr. Hueues: Should not this matter have been 
brought for consideration before the Registration 
Committee, to which this Council has delegated its 
powers? The Registration Committee passed a 
unanimous vote exempting Sir John M’Fadyean from 
any unprofessional conduct, and, therefore, I fail to 
see why the matter should be re-opened, especially 
introducing as it does such an amount of irrelevant 
matter. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: You have called on me to 
read the reference, which I intended to do. I must 
submit to your ruling, Sir, but you have hardly allowed 
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me sufficient time to develop the argument that I 
wanted to use. 

The PrestpENT: I am sorry. I do not want to 
be at all unjust to Sir John M’Fadyean or the mem- 
bers of this Council, but I do thirk that it is a pity 
to go part and parcel through all the difficulties 
that have arisen in regard to this matter. I had 
hoped that a straight, ard possibly less offensive, 
motion would have issued this after;oon, ard that 
we might have had peace where we now seem to have 
disorder. I see that Sir John M’Fadyean has a 
certain argument which he is following, and which 
he has not completed, but I think you will all agree 
with me that he has completed sufficient of it for us 
to know that any further expression of opinion will 
make the position really more difficult than it is now ; 
and if Sir John could come to a conclusion in justice 
to himself and put the motion now, I think a great 
deal of further difference might be overcome. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: Am I right in supposing 
that Counsel took exception to some of my remarks 
because he thought that it could not be maintained 
that this meeting was re-trying my case ? 

Mr. Fortune: What I said was this—that I did 
not think it was in order upon a general motion of 
this sort to attack, if I might put it in that way, 
individual actions of individual members in other 
places. If an attack is to be made upon the act 
of any particular member at any particular place, 
the proper course to adopt is to make a complaint 
under Bye-law 53. What would be the result of 
that complaint I am not saying for one moment. It 
might very well be that the result of that complaint 
would be that the Committee would find that there 
was nothing wrong at all in what had been done. 
All I am pointing out is that it cannot be right, in 
my submission, in law in fairness to these particular 
men to attack any known particular man upon a 
motion of this sort of which he has had no express 
notice as to what is the complaint against him. This 
is a purely general motion, and, as I read the motion, 
if it is directed to this, that it is wrong for other 
bodies in other places to re-try the decision of the 
Registration Committee, that is one thing. But it 
is quite another thing, and it cannot be in order on 
a motion of this sort, to attack individual members 
of Council for individual acts of alleged misconduct 
at some other place. That is my difficulty. I hope 
I have made it clear. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: 
there is a misapprehension. I do not accuse these 
gentlemen of misconduct. I do not think it is 
misconduct in the sense in which that word is used 
in our Charters and Acts. I say they have taken 
action which is improper and dangerous to the 
profession. 

Mr. Fortune: If I am not interrupting, there is 
this further difficulty, that this motion says: “In 
connection with alleged breaches of Bye-law 53.” 
As I have heard this discussion, there seems to be a 
serious aspect as to whether what was discussion at 
that meeting was a breach of Bye-law 53 or not. 
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One gentleman has said that it was expressly stated 
at that meeting that they were not alleging any com- 
plaint under Bye-law 53 at all. That is initial to 
begin with. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: It is very difficult, as you 
will understand, to develop an argument in logical 
sequence when one is subjected to so many inter- 
ruptions, but I do want, in answer to the very last 

uestion, to point out the answer to the question. 

was challenged to find anything that would warrant 
the statement that that meeting was re-trying the 
case. Mr. McIntosh will not deny that he said: 
“ As a member of the Council I should feel it was a 
duty to the profession to take very strong action 
against him.” What sort of action was Mr. McIntosh 
going to take against me, and for what crime ? How- 
ever, I pass from that because, as I have said, I do 
not wish to move any censure on these gentlemen. 
I think they did wrorg; but I want the Council to 
affirm that it is the only competent body to deal 
with the question of professional conduct, and I hope 
you will allow me, in spite of the time I am occupying, 
to point out what is the danger. Is it suggested 
that it would be irregular to move a resolution 
affirming that the Council is the only body competent 
to deal with the question of professional conduct ? 

Mr. Fortune: I thought if you would move that 
resolution, that would meet the point that you are 
putting before the meeting—“ That this Council 
affirms that they are the only body to deal with matters 
of discipline—that the Registration Committee is 
the only body to deal with matters of discipline under 
the Bye-law.”’ 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: I am afraid you assume 
that this Council is easier to be persuaded than I 
supposed them to be, that this is right. 

Mr. Fortune: I do not want to assume anything, 
Sir John. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: I will try to be as short 
as possible. There is no necessity to assume that it 
is in any sense conduct disgraceful in a professional 
respect to send a vaccine to the owner of an animal, 
and even to send it with instructions so that he can 
use it for himself. To take up a position like that is 
likely to bring us immediately into conflict with the 
public. It is going back upon the most solemn 
pledges that this Council gave to agriculturists on 
various occasions. The Act of Parliament that was 
recently passed, the Veterinary Surgeons Act, 
would never have been passed if we had not allayed 
the suspicions of agriculturists with regard to that. 
We have given it in writing repeatedly. We have 
given a solemn assurance that not only do we not wish 
to interfere with the treatment of animals by un- 
registered persons, but we do not wish to interfere 
with the treatment of animals by their owners. I 
will, therefore, move the following resolutions :— 

1. “In the opinion of this Council, complaints 
with regard to the professional conduct of any 
member of the College should not be brought 
before or considered by the National Veterinary 
Medical Association or any other Veterinary 
Society or Association.” 





2. “In the opinion of this Council it is epecially 
incumbent on members of Council to abstain from 
expressing any opinion concerning cases of alleged 
professional misconduct that may properly be 
submitted to the judgment of this Council.” 

If these are seconded before they are put to the 
meeting, I shall move that the names of those voting 
for and against be taken down and recorded on the 
minutes. 

Mr. Mutvey: I second the proposition which has 
been made by Sir John M’Fadyean. I do so with 
great regret that the necessity should have arisen 
for it. It ought never to have occurred, and if 
members of the National Veterinary Association had 
any respect for this Council they would know that 
they were offending against the duties of the elected 
members of the profession. This Council is a 
responsible body, elected on the suffrage of the whole 
profession, and to it is allocated the duty, not only 
of carrying on the work of the Council, but also the 
conduct of its members. That cannot be allocated 
to any branch of any Association. I am very sorry 
to find that there seems to have arisen in certain 
quarters an intense jealousy against this Council. 
Why it should be so, it is difficult to conceive. The 
Council has done its work well. 

The PrestipenT: This is not relevant. 

Mr. Mutvey: Am I out of order ? 

The Presipent: There is no attack upon the 
Council. 

Mr. Mutvey: Well, I do not say there is any attack 
upon the Council, but the action of this Association 
has been an attack on the Council, whatever may be 
said to the contrary. Its whole action for some 
time past has been to undermine its work. But 
let that pass. You cannot go against the fact that 
it is the work of the Council, or of its Registration 
Committee, to deal with all accusations of misconduct 
against its members. I do not intend to dwell 
upon this question, but I do say that the attack 
upon Sir John M’Fadyean has been continuous now 
for some considerable time, and I do not quite realise 
why it should be so. There is not a man in the pro- 
fession who has done so much for it as he has, and who 
has devoted more time to it. In spite of what any- 
one says, that has been recognised. It was recognised 
some few years ago by a presentation to him for the 
work he had then done. He has followed that work 
up, and he has continuously devoted his time and his 
energies to good work connected with the profession. 
What a pity it is that at this time of day, when the 
profession is not in the best odour, when it has arrayed 
against it all sorts of people, this attack should be 
made ; and unless more unity is shown by the mem- 
bers of the profession, I do not see what the end is 
to be. 

The Prestpent: Do you second the motion ? 
Mr. Mutvey: Yes. 

Mr. CotemAN: May I reply, sir ? 

The Prestpent: Yes, but may I appeal that these 
nasty personalities should not be indulged in. 

Mr. Coteman: I am going to try and drop that, 





sir. I had hoped that this matter would have been 

















62 THE VETERINARY RECORD 





January 27, 1923. 








closed, and I very deeply regret that Sir John has 
shown such a vindictive and spiteful feeling towards 
me in this matter. I want to suggest to you that 
it is entirely out of order. Sir John brought an 
action against me, and he had the decision of a judge 
and a special jury, wherein | take it that the verdict 
practically said that I was justified in the action I 
had taken—not saying that Sir John was guilty of 
unprofessional conduct—but it absolutely and dis- 
tinctly gave me to understand that I was justified 
in the action I had taken. I am not going to refer 
to anything Sir John has said, except that I want him 
to prove that I have spoken an untruth. On my 
oath before my Maker, and before you, I affirm 
that I have told the truth in every statement, and 
I challenge Sir John to prove that I have not. That 
is the only remark I make. On June Ist I wrote a 
letter to Mr. Bullock, wherein I returned the cutting 
from the Telegraph, which I had referred to in my 
letter. A postscript is added in that letter which I 
ask Mr. Bullock to produce, in which I said I hoped 
to have the original document in this matter, and if 
I got it, it shall be produced. Through the un- 
fortunate action of our solicitor, he ruled that I 
should not produce that. I said I had it, but he 
would not allow me to produce it. On that ground 
I took it before the Royal Counties Association, 
and on that ground only. 


The PresipENtT: We have nothing to do with that. 


Mr. CoLEMAN : Pardon me, I am excusing myself for 
having insulted the Council by not having done it 
here. 


The PrestipENT: We are not trying it_again. 


Mr. CoLEMAN: Pardon me, but under the Bye-law 
it is our privilege to place all evidence before the 
Registration Committee, that is to bring a complaint 
against anyone there, and our privilege to bring all 
evidence forward. Sir John made that remark 
himself ; I have a copy of it here. That was my excuse 
for having taken the matter to the Royal Counties, 
because I was refused to allow it to be produced when 
I brought my complaint. That was my sole reason 
for taking it to the Royal Counties. I wish to 
withdraw a statement that I made with regard to 
one thing which Sir John has not mentioned. No, 
I will not refer to that ; I will simply refer to what 
he has mentioned. I wish to withdraw, or ask 
you to allow me to withdraw, the imputation against 
this Council that I have in any way trespassed beyond 
my duty. It was not done intentionally. It was 
done simply under the circumstances which I have 
told you. He did say that I had spoken about an 
anonymous communication. The anonymous 
communication which I put in my paper was the 
article from the Friesian Journal. He then says I 
complained of his sending vaccine. It was nothing 
of the sort. The complaint was the article. I 
quite agree with Counsel’s suggestion about re-trying 
a matter which has already been dealt with by the 
Registration Committee. I think it is absolutely 


out of place and quite uncalled for. 





Mr. McIntosH: I have only a few words to say. 
I should like to say at the outset that no man in this 
room has a greater respect for Sir John M’Fadyean 
than I have, but that does not prevent me from 
expressing my opinion, or giving, what I have often 
given, a fair criticism of facts which come before me 
without any malice or hostile spirit at all. Certain 
facts were before us, and I felt it my duty, at a great 
deal of personal discomfort, to express my opinion. 
If you are not allowed to express your opinion, you 
might dispense with your National Divisions, or any 
other division. All I can say is that it is not out of 
any want of respect for Sir John. We all recognise 
his abilities and his worth as a veterinary surgeon ; 
but I am not going to be prevented from expressing 
my opinion here, or at any of the National Divisions ; 
neither this Council nor anybody else will prevent me 
from expressing them if I feel so inclined. I certainly 
want to make that quite clear. 

Colonel BritTLEBANK : I would just like to say that 
this has been, in my opinion, a very painful afternoon. 
(Hear, hear.) I am bound to say that, in my opinion, 
Sir John M’Fadyean was justified in coming forward 
to defend himself. I repeat what has been said: 
there is an under-current passing through the pro- 
fession which cannot but have very serious effects. 
If the profession has no confidence in its Council 
and the decisions of its Council, the profession has 
every opportunity of taking the necessary action 
to show its loss of confidence. But I do venture to 
hope, now that there has been this expression of 
opinion this afternoon, and having in view the very 
serious position in which the profession is finding 
itself, by the unfair and the unjust attacks which are 
being made upon it from various quarters, there 
will be some solidarity in this Council. If the Council 
is divided against itself, it cannot expect the profession 
to hold solid in that search for progress which she 
has been making for a great many years. This 
Council, so long as I have been on it—-a fair number of 
years now—has proved that it is composed of men who 
sit round this table with a distinct and definite desire 
to serve the interests of the whole profession. I am 
bound to say there is sometimes too much made of 
serving any one particular class. The profession 
consists of a number of men occupied as veterinary 
surgeons, whom the Council has to govern and 
legislate for, and they cannot govern for any particular 
section. I venture to hope that the Council will 
ever have before it, as it has had in the past, that 
loyalty to itself which it expects from the members 
who compose the profession, and I do hope that now 
this expression of opinion has been passed this after- 
noon, there may be an end of these attacks upon 
members of the Council. 

Sir Stewart Stockman: I do not want to dig 
deeply into this discussion in any personal way. 

(At this point Mr. Coleman walked up the Council 
Chamber to where Sir John M’Fadyean was sitting, 
and, holding out his hand, said, “Sir John, will you 
shake hands?” Sir John M’Fadyean replied : 
“ Certainly not.’’) 
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Sir Stewart Stockman: While there is a Regis- 
tration Committee of the Council I will abide by its 
findings as long as I am in the profession. I agree 
with what Col. Brittlebank has said, that no Institution 
such as this will flourish unless it respects its own 
instructions, and we should be very jealous, and 
rightly jealous, that nobody should usurp them. 
Mr. President, you have ruled other people out of 
order. May I ask if it is in order to quote one verse 
of poetry from a little poem of Kipling’s called “‘ The 
Heathen ” ? 

“ The heathen in his blindness bows down to wood 
and stone ; 

He don’t obey no orders unless they be his own. 

He keeps his side arms awful and lying all about, 

And then up comes the regiment and pokes the 

heathen out.”’ 

That is what is going to happen to us. The 
regiment, the well-organised bodies, are coming up 
to poke us out if we disregard our own Institution. 
I think we should adopt that as a religion and be done 
with this kind of thing. 

Mr. WittetT: If I may say a word, I should like 
to say that any criticisms I made against Sir John 
at that meeting were purely criticisms and without 
malice. I am sure no one in this room has any 
malice against Sir John. As a matter of fact, we all 
admire him, and we always have looked up to him. 
But, whatever he may think, we have a right to our 
own opinion, and we have a right to criticise where we 
think we can criticise. He has criticised in this 
Council, and it is surely our right to criticise here as 
well or elsewhere. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: I think I have a right to 
reply, Sir. 

The PrestpentT: Yes. We have certain proposals 
before the Council, which have been seconded. Are 
there any amendments to those proposals ? 

Mr. LivesEy: May we have the first resolution 
read again, Sir ? 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: The resolutions, I suggest, 
should be put separately. 

The Secretary: The first resolution is: “In the 
opinion of this Council complaints with regard to the 
professional conduct of any member of the College 
should not be brought before or considered by the 
National Veterinary Medical Association or any other 
Veterinary Society or Association.” 

The PresiDENT: That is one of the two resolutions. 
Shall we take them one at atime? (Cries of “ Yes.’’) 
You want to reply, Sir John ? 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: Yes, very briefly, and only 
to what was said by the recent speakers with regard 
to the propriety of their conduct in criticising me. 
I ask the members of Council to form their judgment 
with regard to that on an imaginary case. The 
profession that is supposed to be most nearly related 
to our own is the medical, and the General Medical 
Council is strictly analogous to this body with regard 
to the question of discipline in the medical profession. 
Imagine a case in which four members of the General 
Medical Council carried a charge of unprofessional 
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conduct against one of their own members to the 
British Medical Association and canvassed it there. 
That is the parallel case. I move, Sir, that the 
names of those voting for and against be taken down. 

The PRESIDENT: Does anybody second Sir John’s 
wish that the names of those voting should be re- 
corded ? 

Mr. Mutvey : I second that. 

Major Simpson: Without expressing any opinion 
on the resolution, and merely as a Secretary of the 
Association, in which capacity I acted at the meeting 
in regard to which there has been so much discussion, 
I should like to say that one of the rules of the 
Association is that the conduct of the members may 
be discussed amongst themselves. I am only asking 
this question from the point of view of a Secretary : 
will this resolution abolish those rules of the Associa- 
tion ? 

The Prestpent: No, certainly not. That is 
usual in all Associations. 

Major Stmpson: Will this resolution, if passed, 
stop discussion ? 

Major Asson: I take it that it only deals with the 
members of this Council. 

The PrestpENT: It is a question of etiquette. 

Dr. BrapLey: Will you read the resolution again, 
because I want to be quite clear about it. 

The Secretary: The resolution is: “In the 
opinion of this Council complaints with regard to the 
professional conduct of any member of the College 
should not be brought before or considered by the 
National Veterinary Medical Association or any other 
Veterinary Society or Association.” 

Dr. Brapiey: I should like the opinion of Counsel 
on the question of whether an Association can prefer 
a charge of unprofessional conduct, or must it be an 
individual ? 

Mr. Fortune: That is settled by Bye-law 51, 
which says: “It shall be the duty of the Secretary, 
and the right of any Fellow, or Member, or Registered 
Existing Practitioner, to lay before such Committee ” 
(that is the Registration Committee) “all facts 
brought to his knowledge which may require in- 
vestigation as provided in the next preceding Bye-law, 
and it shall be part of the duty of the said Committee 
to report to the Council the result of any such in- 
vestigation.” That would mean that it must be 
made by the individual. 

Dr. Braptey: Then, Sir, if I may rise again, it 
is not the case that Associations would be unaffected 
in their enquiries into the conduct of their members 
if this resolution were passed. I would like to put 
that to the Council, too. You heard what Major 
Simpson said a minute go. 

Sir Srewart StockMaN: Supposing an Association 
has rules of its own, it can enquire into certain things, 
but questions of professional conduct should be surely 
referred to this Council, if there is anything in them 
at all. 

The Prestpent: I cannot think that the passing 
of this resolution will interfere with the liberty of 
any Association. 
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Mr. McKinna: I should think it must be ultra 
vires for the Association. This is the body, and the 
only body; and the Association, I maintain from 
what we have heard, has no jurisdiction at all. It 
is only the Council that can deal with it. 

Major Simpson: May I read this rule of the Royal 
Counties: “If any member in the opinion of another 
be guilty of unprofessional conduct, the member 
complaining may bring the same before the Associa- 
tion.” 

The PrestpENT: That is general in all Veterinary 
Medical Associations. 

Major Asson: Then they cannot make these 
enquiries. If the Societies and the Associations 
cannot make enquiries according to their Bye-laws, 
their Bye-laws are no good. 

The Prestpent: Does the passing of this resolution 
interfere with the liberties of an Association which 
is not allied to this College ? 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean : If the intention of the mover 
of the resolution can throw any light on what it means, 
I may say that it was my express intention that this 
resolution should be an intimation to the local Veterin- 
ary Associations that they are not to try their own 
members for any conduct that could properly be 
brought before this Council. 1 think that is the 
plain meaning of it. 

Mr. Spencer: The resolution as read out refers 
to “professional conduct.’ Professional corduct 
need not necessarily be derogatory to the profession. 
If you pass that resolution, it means that you cannot 
discuss any conduct. If it refers to unprofessional 
conduct which is subject to the jurisdiction of this 
Council, 1 agree that it should be passed, but I think 
to debar the Societies from discussing professional 
corduct is rather a wide order. 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK : May I move an amendment 
to the first motiou ? My amendment is as follows : 
(it is largely in Sir John’s own words to start with), 
“Ta the opii.ion of this Council, complaints with regard 
to the professional misconduct of any member ot the 
College should not be brought before or considered 
by any other body than the Royal College of Veterin- 
ary Surgeons.”’ 

Mr. SPenceR: I second that. 

Mr. Buxton: I do not want to keep you for more 
than a minute, but I do want to point out that the 
Associations throughout the length and breadth of 
the British Isles, which claim a membership of a great 
deal more than one half of the veterinary profession, 
all have a rule which provides that, on the occasion 
of a member misconducting himself, they may have 
the power to turn him out of their Association. 
Now I think that is a liberty which cannot be taken 
away from them; and although I am in sympathy 
with, and do not pretend to misunderstand Sir John’s 
reason for wishing to pass this resolution, I think we 
must carefully consider the liberty of the veterinary 
subject before we pass it. It is a very serious step, 


and if we pass it, there is a possibility that we may 
cause considerable trouble in our profession ; and, for 
heaven’s sake, don’t. 
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Sir Stewart StockMan: May 1 point out that 
there is nothing here which takes away the liberty 
of action of the Association. Supposing a man is 
guilty of unprofessional conduct and the Registration 
Committee deals with him, then I take it that any 
Association would refuse to have him as one of their 
members. But, altogether apart from that, the 
Associations have little rules of their own, dealing 
with things which do not amount to unprofessional 
conduct. I do not think this motion interferes with 
the exercise of those duties or privileges at all. But 
I do agree that on the professional side there should 
be only one body, and that is the Registration Com- 
mittee. If an Association wants a case to be tried, 
send it up here to be tried by all means, and abide 
by the result. 

Mr. Buxton: The point is that the Association 
must consider that case before it can send it to the 
Registration Committee, and in doing so it is acting 
contrary to the resolution which we are going to 
adopt to-day. 

Mr. Livesey: I am quite in sympathy with what 
Sir John has said, but it seems to me that, if the 
Council passes this resolution, it is merely expressing 
a pious opinion for the guidance of the profession. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: That is so. 

Mr. Livesey: They cannot control the Associations. 
This Council is not the governing body of the Societies. 
It can only deal with individual cases of members ; 
so that by passing this resolution you are expressing 
an opinion, and you are trying to bind the actions of 
individuals. But you cannot enforce what you wish 
to be done, and it is futile to pass the resolution 
unless you can back it with force. 

Mr. CotemMaAN: May I suggest this resolution : 
“That no branch of the National may consider at 
any of their meetings a case of misconduct which has 
already been dealt with by the Council.” I think 
that meets the case. 

Mr. Livesey: If Sir John would give notice and 
frame this as a Bye-law, and it was passed as a Bye-law 
of the College, then the College would have power 
to enforce it. 

Sir Stewart Stockman: If it is only a motion, 
I know we cannot bind the Societies ; nobody wants 
to; bat this Council is expected to give a lead to the 
profession, and if we pass this motion as the opinion 
of the Council, I doubt very much if any Society 
will ever make the favx pas of doing such a thing 
again. That is all it means. We, as the represent- 
atives of the veterinary profession, say to the public 
and to our constituents: ‘‘ We disapprove of this.” 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I am glad that Mr. Livesey 
agrees with me as to the desirability of giving an 
expression of opinion such as this to the profession, 
but I do not agree with him that it is futile to do that 
because we recognise that we cannot enforce it. 
It is, I think, very important that we should re-affirm 
what are our own powers in order that we may dis- 
claim a responsible action by the Societies if anything 
of the kind occurs in the future. 

The PrestpENT: May I put the amendment first ? 
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Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I accept the amendment. 

The PrEsIDENT: The amendment, accepted by 
Sir John M’Fadyean, is: “In the opinion of this 
Council, complaints with regard to the professional 
conduct of any member of the College should not be 
brought before or considered by any other body 
than the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons.” 

Our Counsel suggests that the wording might be 
slightly altered. The statement that “complaints 
should not be brought before or considered by any 
other body” might debar the Association from 
enquiring into a presumed act of misconduct and 
might frustrate any help they could give. 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: It is for an individual to 
send it up here, and not for them to try the case. 

The PresipENT: The proposition is now before you. 

A MemBer: Might it be read with the altered 
phraseology ? 

The Secretary: “In the opinion of this Council, 
complaints with regard to the professional misconduct 
of any member of the College should not be brought 
before or considered by any other body than the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

Mr. Witiett: If we may not discuss it, that will 
knock out all preliminary enquiries that a Society 
may deem it competent to make in order to lay the 
case before the Council. We do not say that we form 
an opinion. I object to anybody saying that we 
tried Sir John at that meeting. We did not. We 
just criticised him. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: I wish you would not say 
that. 

Colonel BrirrLeBANK : I cannot for the life of me 
see that the freedom of action of the Associations 
or any other body of veterinary surgeons is interfered 
with in any way whatever. As Sir Stewart Stockman 
has pointed out, there are many points which come up 
for discussion at Veterinary Associations which are 
not necessarily matters of professional misconduct ; 
they are questions of conduct which members wish to 
discuss, and that probably much better come under the 
head of professional etiquette towards one another. 
There is surely no intention whatever to interfere 
in any way with the freedom of Veterinary Societies 
in that direction, and I think so long as they know 
they have that freedom that is sufficient. This 
resolution, in my opinion, merely indicates that we 
are the body to deal with professional misconduct, 
and that we have been elected by the members of the 
profession for that purpose. 

Mr. WHaram: I think we might just as well pass 
the resolution. It has practically no significance 
at all, but it will get over our difficulties. The 


Societies will discuss things as before, but by passing 
this resolution we shall get over the difficulty. 
Colonel BrirTLEBANK: They will pass it in another 
way. 
The PresipENT: Sir John M’Fadyean has moved 
that the names of those voting for and against shall 
be taken down. 











I will now put the amended resolution, namely : 
“In the opinion of this Council, complaints with regard 
to the professional misconduct of any member of the 
College should not be brought before or considered 
by any other body than the Council of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

The resolution was then put and carried, 21 voting 
for and one (Mr. Coleman) against. 

The PRESIDENT: Now there is the second resolution. 

The Secretary: The second resolution is: “ In 
the opinion of this Council it is specially incumbent 
on members of Council to abstain from expressing 
any opinion concerning cases of alleged professional 


‘misconduct that may properly be submitted to the 


judgment of this Council.” 

The Presipent: That, I think, will be passed 
without any comment. 

Mr. WuHARAM: That is a reasonable motion. 

Colonel BRiTTLEBANK: I second that. 

The resolution was then put, and 
unanimously. 

Mr. Livesey: | should like to move that these 
resolutions be printed in the Register with the other 
pious expressions of opinion of this Council. 

Colonel BrirrLeBaANK: Do you think it is quite 
fair to this Council to characterise this resolution 
as @ plous expression of opinion? It is rather 
casting contempt on the work we do. 

Major Apson: I think the remark should be 
withdrawn. 

Mr. Livesey: I did not mean anything disrespect- 
ful. I certainly withdraw. 

Sir Jonn M’Fapyean: This resolution will have to 
be printed in the Annual Report, and, therefore, it 
will be brought to the notice of every member of the 
profession. 

The PRESIDENT: Now I have a suggestion to make. 
Many hard things have been said to-day; many 
difficult things have been discussed. Is it your wish 
that the proceedings of this afternoon shall be recorded 
in our press? (Cries of “No.”) Or is it your 
wish that the record of the proceedings shall remain 
in the custody of this College so far as this particular 
case is concerned ? 

Colonel BritTLEBANK: [fs it: your intention that 
the whole of this afternoon’s proceedings are to be 
withheld from the press ? 

The PrestpentT: No, only in so far as they relate 
to the last item we have discussed. 

Sir Jounn M’FapyEan: Who is to censor it ? 

The Prestpent: In regard to Mr. McIntosh’s 
motion, item 5, and in regard to item 6, at any rate, 
Sir John M’Fadyean’s motion. I think we might 
be well advised if we abstained from publishing 
all that has been said on item 6. 

Sir Stewart Stockman: I protest against that. 
I saw one expurgated report of this Council Meeting, 
and it gave a totally wrong impression of the whole 
thing. Why should we not publish it? This has 
been published all over the profession ; it has been 
in the Record. What is to be gained by putting your 
head in the sand? This thing does exist, although 
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I hope to goodness it is finished now. But for heaven’s 
sake let everybody know the truth about it. Of 
course we are all very sorry about it, but you will 
gain nothing by hiding it up and letting some other 
fellow begin it again. Besides, you will do far more 
good by publishing everything that has been said 
than by hiding it up. I am one of those who is very 
much concerned in the result, because I am one of 
those who deal with owners, and I wanted to know 
where I stood, and I wanted the profession to know 
where I stood. I have not done anything that in 
my opinion is unprofessional ; I am doing these things 
every day, and I want the profession to know it. 
Mr. Gaiger has an equal right to do the same sort of 
thing. There are a lot of young fellows that it may 
make a great deal of difference to, but it does not 
matter what you do to me. If you turn me out of 
the profession, I can still make my living; but think 
of the younger men who are coming on, and who may 
not be in a position to defend themselves. We 
have had this fight to-day ; we have had it out, and 
I hope it will be the end of it. Let everybody else 
know about it; let them know what has happened, 
and I think there will be less trouble than if we hide 
it up. 


Colonel BrirTLeBANK : I think the wisest course is 
always to publish in full the report of the proceedings 
of this Council. If we want to discuss anything which 
we would rather not publish, we always have the right 
to go into Committee. I asked before this resolution 
was moved whether the mover of the resolution 
would object to me moving a resolution that we should 
go into Committee, and the mover of the resolution 
very definitely objected. I think the mover of the 
resolution had some right to object, and I think all 
parties will be better served, the interests of this 
Council will be better served, and the interests of the 
whole profession will be better served if the whole 
of the report is published of what has occurred this 
afternoon. There is nothing more dangerous than 
half a story which is told in the by-ways. 


Mr. Livesry: I do not wish to detain the Council, 
but I should like to add one word to what Sir Stewart 
Stockman and Colonel Brittlebank have said. I 
plead that the report of these proceedings should be 
made public, for this reason :—for the honour 4nd 
dignity of this Council. It was said before by 
narrow-minded people, and people who ought to have 
known better, that when the case of Sir John came 
before the Registration Committee it was dismissed 
because of Sir John’s personality. 


The PrestpENT: I do not think we had better 
gointothat. You agree that it is in the best interests 
of the profession that the proceedings should be 
published ? 


Mr. Livesey: Yes. It is desirable for the dignity 
of the Council. 


The PRESIDENT: Will those in favour of a record 
of the proceedings being published please signify. 


The resolution was carried unanimously. 
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Notices or MorTIon. 


Professor Gorton: I give notice of the following 
motion :— 

“To add to the first Schedule of preliminary 
examinations, Ministry of Education for Northern 
Ireland: Middle Grade Examination with honours 
in three subjects. 

Senior Grade Examination. 

To alter the titles :-— 

Senior Local Examination of the Oxford Delegacy 
for Local Examinations to School Certificate 
Examination, etc. 

Senior Local Examination of the Cambridge 
Local Examinations and Lectures Syrdicate, to 
School Certificate Examination, etc.” 

This concluded the business of the Quarterly Meet- 
ing of Council. 





Special Meeting of Council. 





Immediately following the Quarterly Meeting, a 
Special Meeting of Council was held. Mr. H. SUMNER 
(President) occupied the chair, and the same members 
were present as at the Quarterly Meeting. 


MINUTES. 


The minutes of the last meeting, which had been 
printed and circulated, were taken as read and con- 


firmed. 


Motion BY Str Jonn M’FapyEan. 


The following motion, in the name of Sir John 
M’Fadyean, was on the agenda paper :— 

“That the whole of the Examinations specified 
in the first schedule on pages 80, 81 and 82 of the 
present Register shall continue to be recognised as 
qualifying a candidate in respect of general 
education, until the Council shall otherwise deter. 
mine.” 

Sir Joun M’Fapyean: I do not desire to move this 
resolution, for reasons that I do not think it necessary 
to state, except one, and that is that I am partly 
moved because I have had evidence submitted to me, 
which carries weight, which leads me to think that, 
under the new regulations with regard to general 
education, it will not be much more difficult to pass 
at the bottom of the scale than it was before. I 
therefore desire to withdraw. 

The motion was accordingly withdrawn. 


Motion BY PrRoFEssoR GOFTON. 


Professor GorFTON moved :— 

“That the required subjects for certificates 
included in the revised list of preliminary examin- 
ations be as follows :— 

(1) English. 

(2) Mathematics (Arithmetic, Algebra,Geometry). 

(3) One of the following languages :—Latin, 

Greek, French, German, or any other 
approved modern language (grammar, trars- 
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lation into English from unprescribed books, 
translation from English). 

(4) A second language selected from (3) or one of 
the following subjects, viz. :—Higher mathe- 
matics, Experimental Mechanics, Chemistry. 
Physical Geography, Physics, Botany, 
Biology, Geology.” 

The real object of this motion is to remove the 
anomaly which has existed in our standard of examin- 
ations for some little time, and which, rather curiously, 
did not become obvious until we had submitted to 
us certain certificates which compelled us to realise 
that this anomaly existed. It does not lower the 
standard which we have set under the schedules, 
and we have already reason for selecting subjects 
on the basis laid down in this motion in regard to 
Scotch Education Department certificates. I beg 
to move. 

Colonel BRITTLEBANK seconded the motion, which 
was put and carried unanimously. 

It was resolved that the meeting of Council for the 
purpose of confirming the above motion should be 
held on Thursday, 18th January, and a hearty vote 
of thanks having been accorded to the President for 
his conduct in the chair, the meeting terminated. 

The Council meeting and the Special meeting lasted 
altogether about three-and-a-quarter hours. 








Rats and Cattle Disease. 

The report of fresh outbreaks of foot-and-mouth disease 
among cattle will be regarded, says the Birmingham Post, 
by many as a warning that the New Year must see an even 
more strenuous campaign against the rat. Medical men 
already are urging the necessity for renewed vigour in 
this direction, as they state that bubonic plague, septic 
pneumonia and jaundice among human beings, and 
foot-and-mouth disease among cattle have been spread 
by rats, while it is suspected that some of the “‘ mystery 
diseases ’’ may be disseminated by these vermin.  Re- 
markable precautions are taken at a port like Liverpool 
to prevent the landing of “ undesirable alien ”’ rats, but 
it is the irony of events that our own rat population, like 
the rabbit in Australia, is descended from “ foreigners.” 
The rats, which not only spread disease but destroy millions 
of pounds worth of food yearly, though not able to trace 
their ancestors to the Conqueror, can claim that “ they 
came over with the Crusaders.” By law all property- 
holders must now rid their land or premises of rats under 
heavy penalties ; but the rodent is able to thrive in spots 
other than those privately owned, and is a past master 
in the arts of concealment and escape. The “ratcatcher ” 
is still the most effective way of dealing with this pest, 
as science has not yet discovered the entirely effective 
virus for extermination; but the continued research in 
this direction should finally do for this country what the 
Pied Piper with his magic music effected so easily for 
Hamelin city, according to legend and Robert Browning. 





France has, for a number of years past, boasted some 
speedy and some genuine stayers of the grey type. Her 
racing returns frequently point to the success of a grey. 
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“GRASS SICKNESS” INVESTI- 
GATION REPORT. 


Owing to the length and importance of the remain- 
ing portion of the Report of the Proceedings of 
Council of the R.C.V.S. and the desirability of com- 
pleting it in this issue, it has been, unfortunately, 
found necessary to hold over the continuation of the 
“Grass Sickness” Investigation Report. We hope 
to be able to complete the publication of this Report 
next week. 


R.C.V.S. Council Election. 

We are informed that Mr. W. D. Rees, M.R.C.V.S., 
of Whitehall, Trealaw, Glam., has now been nomin- 
ated as a candidate for election to the Council, his 
proposers being Mr. R. W. Hall, M.R.C.V.S., and Mr. 
R. Moore, M.R.C.V.S. 

This nomination was received too late for inclusion 
in the Foreign Voting Papers, but our readers abroad 


will take note of this addition to the list of nomin- 
ations already published. 








An Australian Embargo Protest. 

The British Government has not yet replied to the 
Commonwealth’s protest against the embargo on the 
importation into Great Britain of Australian sheep 
and cattle. 

The Royal Victorian Agricultural Society has 
expressed its indignation at this discrimination 
against Australia, especially in view of the concessio: s 
to South Africa over the admission of Friesian cattle. 
Dr. Cameron, Director of “Agriculture, coite: ded 
that Australia was the freest from cattle diseases of 
any country in the world. The exclusion of sheep was 
inexplicable. The Society backed up the Govern- 
ment’s protest, ard laid stress on the serious effect to 
Australia if she were debarred from showing her live 
stock at the Empire Exhibition. 


Dangerous Milk. 





Recently a dairyman at Enfield was fined £3 2s., in- 
cluding costs, for selling milk containing formaldehyde. 
As an analyst explained, milk, although it may appear 
sweet to the smell and taste, sometimes contains germs 
of various kinds which are dormant. A preservative 
would tend to keep the milk apparently fresh, but the 
germs would become active during the process of digestion. 
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Abstracts ont Reviews. 





The_Register. 





The Register of Veterinary Surgeons for 1923 is 
now published, and can be obtained on application 
at the R.C.V.S., 10 Red Lion Square, London, W.C.1, 
price 5/6, post free. A copy of the smaller edition, 
containing names and addresses of members, but 
omitting the Acts, Charters, Bye-laws and Appendices, 
will be issued to all members on receipt of the annual 
fee, which is due on April Ist. 

The large edition contains much matter of interest 
to the profession, in addition to the Bye-laws of the 
College, with which all members ought to be familiar. 
The regulations for appointments in the R.A.V.C., 
the I.C.V.D., and the Ministry of Agriculture are 
given in full, together with corrected lists of present 
officers holding such appointments. 

Useful extracts from the Diseases of Animals Act, 
1909, The Protection of Animals Act, 1911, the 
Animals Notification of Disease Order, 1919, the 
Animals Anesthetics Act, 1919, are given. A com- 
plete list of the officers of the various Veterinary 
Medical Associations is provided, showing the names 
of Presidents and Secretaries. Finally, the Annual 
Report of the Council for the year ending March 31s. 
last is reprinted. We notice that the number of 
members on the Register is 3,277, as against 3,276 
last year. In addition there are 35 new members, 
who graduated in December, making the grand total 
3,312, as against a grand total of 3,310 last year. 
This total includes, however, the names of 27 members 
whose addresses are unknown to the registrar. 
These names will be removed during the year unless 
the correct address is supplied in the meantime. 

The number of existing practitioners on Register 
No. III., is now 104, as compared with 113 on last 
year’s Register. The present Register is memorable 
as containing the name of the first woman to be 
admitted as a member of the College. 





Hypoderma Larve in Goats. 





Much damage is caused to the skins of goats in 
India by the larve of various species of Hypoderma. 

It has been estimated that one-quarter of the hides 
exported are depreciated in value from 50 to 70 per 
cent. as a result. 

The life history and appearances of the maggots are 
described by H. E. Cross and P. G. Patelin Veterinary 
Bulletin No. 3, 1921, of the Punjab Department of 
Agriculture. 

The maggots are found in October and November 
under the skin along the back of the goat, and at the 
end of December and early January fall to the ground 
and pupate. 

Adult flies emerged from pups kept in the labora- 
tory between 19th February and 1st March in 1921. 

n India, where there is always a goatherd in 
charge of the animals, it would be an easy matter 
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to examine the goats daily and to squeeze out and 
destroy the larve. The quarters where they are 
kept at night should also be examined each morning, 
and any larve that have fallen to the ground should 
be destroyed. 

W. J. Y. 


Eradication of Lice on Pigeons. 





Sodium fluoride is recommended, and is applied in 
the following manner: Choosing a warm summer 
day, each bird should be dipped in a solution of 1 oz. 
commercial sodium fluoride, with oz. hard laundry 
soap in one U.S. gallon of water, until it is soaked 
to the skin. 

The head should be ducked for a moment before 
the bird is freed. 

Dusting with sodium fluoride gives a high degree of 
control, though not complete eradication. One 
advantage ‘of this method is that it can be used at 
any season. 

Insecticides in the bird’s bath water have been 
found quite ineffective. 

The above treatment was effectual against Lipeurus 
baculus, N., and Goniocotes compar, N., the two most 
abundant species. No doubt it would prove equally 
successful against the other lice that are commonly 
recorded in the United States, namely, Colpocephalum 
latum, N., Menopon longicephalum, Kell., and 
Gontodes damicomis, N. 

(U.S. Dept. Agric., Washington, D.C., Cire. 213, 

April, 1922.) 

W. J. Y. 








Clinical Report. 


The Editor will be glad to receive from members and others 
contributions to this column of reports of interesting cases 





Operation for Inguinal Hernia with unusual Contents. 





By Major F. J. Taytor, M.R.C.V.S., Bath. 





Subject.—Pekinese, light fawn bitch, 9 years old, 
of medium size. 

History.—Developed initial symptoms of inguinal 
hernia the size of a pigeon’s egg after fighting, about 
four years ago. It appeared to cause no inconveni- 
ence, in fact, it did not prevent her jumping on chairs, 
and furiously fighting with other dogs. 

I first saw and examined her on December 27th last, 
when the hernial sac was inflamed and distended ; 
it was impossible to return the contents, which were 
evidently causing great discomfort, but not the acute 
pain indicative of strangulation. A sedative and 
laxative treatment was adopted, which gave relief; 
but as the distension again occurred, and there was 
now slight discoloration of the skin, I decided to 
operate. This I did under morphia (subcutaneously, 
1 grain) and A.C.E. as a general anesthetic. 
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Operation—On making an incision through the 
skin over the hernial sac (which measured ten by three 
inches, and was situated on the left side, to the outside 
of the mammary glands, and extending backwards 
to the perineal region), the whole sac was successfully 
separated, and kept intact, in view of a forlorn hope 
that the contents might still be returned, and the 
usual ligature applied. This was found impossible, 
owing to fibrous thickening of the ring, which would 
not dilate, and was too thick to incise. I therefore 
proceeded to open the sac to view the contents, which 
were found to consist of the body and horns of the 
uterus, a loop of bowel, a large quantity of omentum 
and fat, and organised blood clots, one as large as a 
bantam’s egg. In addition, the spleen was one of the 
contents of the sac, and this organ was very con- 
gested, strangulated in the centre, friable, and ruptured 
at one end, evidently having been partially strangu- 
lated with the uterus. etc., for a considerable period. 

I ligatured the body and horns of the uterus, and 
also the omentum, main vessels, and attachments. of 
the spleen, and removed them all, returning the loop 
of bowel and ligatured stumps to the abdominal cavity, 
and placing a purse string suture round the ring. 
I stitched a large plug over the cavity to complete 
the operation. 

The bitch is apparently recovering from the oper- 
ation, and can now walk about (this is the tenth day 
after the operation), and feeds fairly well. All 
functions are normal, and she does not show any 
signs of having lost the organs mentioned. The 
question, therefore, arises as to her future prospects, 
and how she will accommodate herself for the 
deficiency of the splenic organ. This query has 
induced me to report the case. 








Association Reports. 


Lincolnshire and District Veterinary Medical 
Association. 








OPERATIVE DEMONSTRATIONS. 





The autumn meeting of the above Society was held 
at Lincoln on Thursday, October 12th. There were 
present :—Mr. T. Hicks, Sleaford (President); Mr. 
A. W. Lalor, Sleaford (Vice-President) ; and Messrs. 
T. B. Bindloss, Long Sutton; D. Cooper, Saxilby ; 


W. A. Dickinson, Crowland; C. Hartley, Lincoln ;° 


T. J. Keall, Hemswell; E. Porter-Smith, Lincoln ; 
H. Caulton-Reeks, Spalding; F. H. Sugden, Gran- 
tham; and W. W. Lang, Brigg (Hon. Sec.). There 
were also two visitors, Mr. Augler, of Doncaster, 
and Mr. Caldwell, of Spilsby. Mr. Cantrell Tracy, 
of Nottingham, also sent his card in to the meeting, 
but was unable to stay for the proceedings. 

The first part of the proceedings was held at Mr. 
C. Hartley’s premises, which he kindly placed at the 
disposal of the Association. Admirable preparations 
were made, and two operations were performed 
successfully. The first was a case of poll-evil in a 
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heavy cart horse, and the second an unusual case of 
ablation of the udder in a cow. Mr. W. W. Lane 
was the operator in each case, and the members 
expressed their appreciation of the skill shown. 

Mr. Harttey also produced for the members’ 
inspection an eight-year-old hunter, the symptoms 
of a complaint from which it was recovering all 
pointing to its being a case of “grass disease.” 
Mr. Hartley described the symptoms shown from 
the beginning, the course of treatment adopted, and 
the progress of recovery. Several members asked 
questions and made suggestions as to the diagnosis. 

A meeting followed at the Albion Hotel, over 
which Mr. Lalor presided (the President having had 
to leave). The Secretary said apologies for absence 
had been received from Mr. C. W. Townsend, of 
Long Stanton, Mr. W. W. Grasley, of Daventry, 
Mr. T. Holmes, of Bourne, and Mr. E. Wardrop, of 
Outwell. The minutes of the Peterborough meeting 
were signed. 

The SEcRETARY reported the receipt of a letter 
from the Secretary of the National Association, asking 
for the names of representatives from the District. 
They were entitled to send the Secretary and one 
delegate for every twenty-five members. It was 
decided, on the motion of Mr. PorteR-SmitH, seconded 
by Mr. SuapEn, to send the names of the Secretary, 
the President, and Mr. F. L. Gooch, of Stamford. 

Mr. Cooper proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Lang for giving them such an interesting display of 
his skill in surgery as they had seen that day. 

The CHAIRMAN, in supporting this, said he had 
learnt several “ wrinkles.” 

Mr. Porter-Smiru proposed that thanks be also 
given to Mr. Hartley for the use of his premises 
and for the services of his assistants; and also to 
Mr. Caldwell for providing the poll-evil case. 

The Secretary said he had expected another case— 
fistulous withers—but it was not available in time. 
He was glad to do all he could for the Society, and 
was only sorry more had not attended. He expressed 
thanks to the visitors for their presence. He added 
that he believed it was much the best to operate in 
cases of poll-evil. The horse operated on had been 
treated with vaccines a year previously, but the 
disease had broken out again. 

A member asked how long the recovery would 
take, and Mr. Lang said the horse would be well in 
six weeks. 

The CHAIRMAN said he had had the Secretary 
operate on two cases for him. The manes had grown 
again, and one could hardly tell that the operations 
had been done, though there was a slight depression 
in the neck in each case. One of them went to work 
in five weeks. 

Mr. Lana remarked that one of the results of 
anesthesia was that the patient had no memory of 
any suffering, and consequently dressing was much 
easier. He had proved the memory theory by 
putting a horse on the operating table five times 
altogether, each time administering chloroform, anc 
had ro trouble; but once a horse had been on the 
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table without anasthesia it was most difficult to 
get him near it again. 

This was the ninth such operation he had done. 
all in other people’s practices, and all had been 
successful, except one. 

Continuing, the Secretary said he wanted to ask 
if anyone had tried packing wounds like these with 
salt packs to induce the growth of the Reading 
bacillus. He had tried it successfully in a leg, badly 
torn with wire, by swathing the leg in cotton wool 
and bandaging, and by giving salt solution internally. 

A Memper: You mean after an operation ? 

Mr. Lana: Yes; after cutting away everything. 
It is worth trying. 

A MemBer: What is in the gauze packing; is it 
medicated ? I put in a dressing of iodoform and 
boracic acid. 

Mr. Lane: I never do. I give a salt solution 
internally, and wipe the wound clean, cover with 
cotton wool, and leave it. 

Mr. ANGLER said he saw some cases in the army, 
and then the wounds were packed with “ eupad.” 

Mr. LANG said the effect would be the same in that 
day’s operation. By the next morning the wound 
would be discharging all over the neck and head as 
the result of the administration of salt solution, 
which had also a great anodyne action. 

Mr. ANGLER asked if any members had experienced 
the tube being inserted in one nostril and coming 
down the other ? 

Mr. LANG said he never had, but he had had cases 
of its coming down the mouth. 

Mr. ANGLER mentioned that he had seen the effect 
he had mentioned, but he could not tell what route it 
took. Continuing to speak of the use of salt now, 
in connection with cases of impaction of the rumen, 
Mr. Angler said it was necessary to keep the tube 
about a foot from the rumen of the cow, which would 
prevent vomiting. 

The Cuarrman: That is your regular treatment ? 
You give a cow formalin—- 

Mr. ANGLER: And salt. 

Mr. Lana: And the cow is right by the next 
morning ; that is my experience. 

Mr. Cooper: How much barium chloride?! 

Mr. ANGLER: About a couple of drachms of it. 
I used to think one was the maximum dose, but they 
can stand two. I gave one yesterday, and there was 
a free passage this morning. 

Mr. Cooper said he usually let the tube go full 
length. 

Mr. ANGLER informed the meeting that he never 
used a pump for a cow, he only employed the funnel. 

Mr. Lane asked if it might not be that the reflex 
action of the stomach was impaired, and therefore 
they got no vomition in impaction cases. 

The CuarRMAN: You give a pound ? 

Mr. ANGLER: In a bucket of water. 

Mr. Lane: I find it is best to give salt in no less 
than a 24 per cent. solution. 

The Cuarrman: I begin to think salt is a fine 
thing. 
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Mr. ANGLER: It might be used more than it is. 

Mr. Lane: And one big dose is better than a lot 
of small ones. 

Mr. ANatER: It is. In a powder it is not so good : 
it is best in solution. 

Mr. ANGLER said he had used the tube in cases of 
choking in the horse, for instance, when a1 animal 
had eaten some pig food, and a piece of it became 
stuck in the tube. 

Mr. J. Caldwell, Spilsby, was duly nominated for 
membership, after which the meeting adjourned. 

W. W. Lane, Hon. Sec. 


Central ‘Veterinary Society. 


Discussion oN Masor Rees-Moca’s Paper. 
( Continued.) 








Professor WooLDRIDGE : I would like to congratu- 
late Major Rees-Mogg on his very excellent paper. 
The subject dealt with is a very complex one, and I 
would like to make one or two observations. 

First with regard to husk in cattle. Is not olive 
oil contra-indicated ? My experience is that this 
oil reduces the penetrating power of carbolic acid. 
Glycerine is absorbed through the mucous membrane, 
including the small bronchi, and I prefer to use it 
with the ol. tereb., acid carbol., and chloroform. 

With regard to the changes in nomenclature, they 
are quite necessary, though perhaps to some of the 
older Fellows they produce confusion. For example, 
at least three distinct worms were called the Strongylus 
armatus, but only one, now known as the Strongylus 
vulgare, produces aneurisms in the mesenteric artery, 
and is responsible for most of the cases of colic of 
verminous origin. Other worms, including ascarides, 
may also cause cases of acute spasmodic colic, and in 
the College museum is a specimen of small bowel 
tightly packed with ascarides. 

Nothing has been said about twist or volvulus 
being produced by worms, but I have found many 
cases in which, on post-mortem, ascarides have beén 
found in varying numbers. May they not have 
caused the condition met with ? May not twist have 
been due to irregular spasmodic peristalsis produced 
by these parasites * 

The essayist mentioned seeing specimens of the 
Ascaris megalocephala fifteen inches in length, which 
I quite agree is above the average, but I have here a 
specimen of that worm measuring eighteen inches. 
which is the finest specimen that has come under 
my notice. I was doubtful how to preserve this 
worm to show its full length, but, with the assistance 
of my colleague, Mr. Bosworth, we devised a glass 
tube in which the worm is shown at full length. 

I obtained another interesting specimen I have 
here when castrating in a horse. On making an 
incision in the scrotal sac some fluid escaped, and I 
saw on my hand a small worm about one inch in 
length. I was at first doubtful as to its identity, 
but it is pretty certainly the Strongylus edentatus. 

Then there is good reason to believe that some of 
the worms produce toxic substances, which after 
absorption cause hemolysis, or breaking down of 
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the blood corpuscles, thus producing the great anemia 
often associated with “red worm.” The old Strongy- 
lus tetracanthus belongs to this group which are now 
called cylichostomes. 

As regards treatment, I have used atoxyl injected 
hypodermically twice a day for four to six weeks, 
in doses of 15 grains, and also thymol, in one drachm 
doses, without very satisfactory results. By far the 


best results have been from a mixture of } oz. of ol. | 


chenopodium and 20 ozs. of oil, given after 36 to 48 
hours fasting in the case of horses strong enough to 
fast. In weaker exhausted cases, one or two drams 
on three successive mornings in only just sufficient 
oil to act as a vehicle, followed by an oleaginous 
purgative, gives most beneficial results, and repeated 
after an interval of about ten days. 

With regard to the question of pastures, it is now 
recognised that meadows on which horses will not 
thrive, and which have been termed “ horse sick,” 
are in many cases due to infestation of worms or 
their larvee, and if animals are kept off these pastures 
for a whole year, or preferably two winters and one 
summer, the fields will clean themselves. 

The question has been asked as to whether hay 
may be a vehicle of infection. I am of opinion that 
such a suspicion is well founded, inasmuch as I have 
met with severe cases of strongylosis in London 
horses that have not been out to pasture for years. 
They have not had green foods, and their water supply 
from the main of the Metropolitan Water Board is 
above suspicion. Moreover, I cannot conceive it 
probable that the horses had been infected before 
being brought to London, and that the parasites had 
thrived and suddenly become a menace after several 
years. In such cases one is driven to blame the hay 
by what might be termed a “ process of exclusion.” 
Hay taken from known‘ infected pastures should 
therefore be reserved for cattle. 

It is a common practice in some parts of the country 
to feed infected horses with pulped beetroot, and 
some years ago a student asked me whether feeding 
on this root acted as a preventive to worms, as he 
understood that in the Fen district this food was 
given with that object. At the moment I did not 
recognise that the beetroot belonged to the natural 
order chenopodiacee, and possibly contained, although 
in small quantities, ol. chenopodii. Perhaps 
there is something to be said in favour of feeding on 
those roots as a preventative to worms. 

Mr. Mate: The subject introduced by Major 
Rees-Mogg is such a big one that it is quite impos- 
sible to discuss it adequately in the short time at our 
disposal, but there are several points that might be 
noted in passing. I do not agree with the essayist or the 
opener of the discussion when they say that ascarides 
do not cause any serious trouble in horses, as in foals, 
especially thoroughbreds, the results are sometimes 
fatal, and often they cause such unthriftiness that 
the animals are unable to race until a year later than 
expected. The foals become pot-bellied, thin, do 
not grow properly, have a depraved appetite, and 
sometimes colic, while 1 have known a ruptured bowel 
result from being choked with these worms. 
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With regard to the small red worms, after seeing 
the condition of the bowels when badly affected 
where the worms are coiled up in the bowel walls to 
form little nodules, I have come to the conclusion that 
it is impossible entirely to free an animal from them, 
and that one must endeavour to build up the animal’s 
strength until the time arrives for them to leave the 
bowel walls We are usually called in when the 
colts are emaciated, weak and anemic, and to fast 
them for 48 hours, followed by large doses of vermi- 
cides, as has been advised, would probably have 
fatal results I have used ol. chenopodium with 
good results, and found that if large quantities of 
milk and easily-digested food are given, and the 
young animals are put under the best hygieniccon- 
ditions, even if no vermicide is given, the animal wil! 
recover. If moderate doses of turpentine and cheno- 
podium are given at intervals, the worms will be 
expelled as they leave the bowel. 

The best dressing for the land in my experience 
has been kainit, which kills the worms, and produces 
a luxurious crop of grass. It was very expensive 
during the war, but is much cheaper now. 

With regard to the intratracheal injections for 
husk, there seems to be some difference of opinion 
as to the best base to use. Professor Wooldridge 
advises glycerine, but he will find, if he has to inject 
a number of animals, that his hands will suffer very 
severely, and that if he used carbolic acid it should 
be mixed with olive oil. Personally, I do not believe 
that carbolic acid is of much use, and that the effec- 
tive ingredients are the turpentine and creosote, 
while the chloroform may make the worms relax 
and uncoil, so being more easily expelled. 

Major DuNKIN said, in reference to Hoose in lambs, 
that he found a very effective remedy resulted from 
the use of :— 

1 part of turpentine, 

2 parts of olive oil, and 

1 part of Dieckerhou’s iodine, 
given as an intratracheal injection. 

He had negatives with him of the Sclerostomes 
and Cylichnostomes, and he believed that there was 
only one other such set in existence. He left the 
negatives in charge of the Secretary in the event of 
any of the Fellows wishing to see them. 

Mr. G. D. MARTIN said that, as the subject was a 
most interesting one, and that the discussion was 
likely to be prolonged, he moved that it be adjourned 


‘until the next meeting. 


Mr. J. Witietr seconded, and the proposition 
was carried. 

Professor WooLpRIDGE: I beg to propose a very 
hearty vote of thanks to the President for the most 
excellent address he has given us this evening, and 
if the proceedings to-night are any criterion of the 
manner in which his duties during his year of office 
will be carried out, I am sure we are in for a very 
good year indeed. 

The proposition was carried unanimously, and the 
PRESIDENT briefly replied. The meeting then ter- 
minated. 
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Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund. 





A Quarterly Council Meetirg was held at 10 Red 
Lion Square, on Thursday, January 4th, the President, 
Mr. 8. H. Slocock, being in the chair. 

There were also present Mr. J. Abson, Dr. O. Char- 
nock Bradley, Colonel J. W. Brittlebank, Messrs. 
J. F. Craig, 8. H. Gaiger, A. Gofton, F. L. Gooch, 
G. H. Locke, J. W. McIntosh, W. Roots, H. Sumner, 
E. A. West, J. Willett. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
H. J. Dawes, T. M. Inglis, P. J. L. Kelland, J. Ewing 
Johnston, T. McGuinness, W. Jackson Young, and 
P. J. Howard. 

I, Mrinutes,—The minutes of the previous meet- 
ing, having been printed and published, were taken 
as read and confirmed. 

II. Secretary’s Report.—-The Secretary sub- 
mitted the following report, which was adopted :— 

“Since the previous meeting the following dona- 
tions and new subscriptions have been received ” :— 


£ s. ri 

Bolton’s Cinema ... 2918 O 
Central Veterinary Bociety 5 5 0 
Mrs. Stuart . , 010 6 
J. Bell, F.R.C.V.S.. cua w EES 
Thatcher & Son ... si wa mn nS 
W. H. Cremer 220 
Anonymous ... ose ene on . 10 0 0 
Anonymous .. 0 5 0 
£51 3 6 

New Subscriptions :— 

£ s. d. 

Mrs. Hope ... — 28 
T. B. Hamilton, M. R. C. V. S., 1929-3 m |» SS 
£1 1l 6 

Collecting Boxes :—- 

Ee ¢€ 

H. Gillmor, M.R.C.V.S._... - lll 6 
Royal (Dick) Veterinary College 3,0 0 
R.C.V.M.A. a 219 
S. M. Woodward, M.R.C.V.S. 010 0 
W. Jackson Young, F.R.C.V.S. 217 4 
J. L. Cormack, M.R.C.V.S. 111 0 
8S. H. Slocock, F.R.C.V.S. 1 00 
B. De Vine, F.R.C.V.S. ... 010 O 
W. H. Wortley, M.R.C.V.S. 0 8 6 
D.D.V.8., Aldershot . 0 5 2 
E. Whitley Baker, M.R.C. v. 8. 0 7 0 
A. Douglas, M.R.C.V.S. 015 0 
W. E. Ison, F.R.C.V.S.... 07 0 
A. B. Fewings, M.R.C.V.S. 07 4 
J. Martin, M.R.C.V.S. —.. 1 10 
Total ... wae F 





III. Cases.—No. 64, Practitioner, age 72, no 
income, suffering from Rheumatoid Arthritis and 
unable to work. 

It was resolved that the grant of 15/- be continued. 

No. 47, M.R.C.V.S., age 56, no income, unable to 
work, 

It was resolved that the grant of 15/- per week be 
continued. 

No. 35, Widow, age 56. A report was received 
that after April next a son would be in a position te 
contribute a sum equal to the grant made by the 
Council, and 

It was resolved that the grant of 15/- per week be 
continued until the end of March. 

No. 21, Widow, age 70. It was reported that this 
recipient was now entitled to receive the Old Age 
Pension, and 

It was resolved that the grant be reduced to 10/- 
per week. 

Cases No. 4, 20, 34, 36 and 53 were reconsidered, 
all being widows with children to support. 

It was resolved that the grants be continued in 
each case. 

IV. Donations.—The Treasurer was authorised 
to invest the amount received in donations during 
the past year in the purchase of £200 34 per cent. 
Conversion Loan. 


Notes and News. 


The Editor will be glad to receive items of professional interest in 
these columns. 





Hl 








World’s Dairy Congress. 





An International Dairy Congress of great interest and 
importance, not only to those immediately concerned in 
the production or sale of milk and its products, but to the 
general public, will be held in the United States in October 
next. Representatives of all leading nations will gather 
together and discuss questions of vital interest of the 
health of the people. 

In the history of the science of Hygiene, it is probable 
that no question has aroused more attention than the one 
which has recently been so prominently before the public, 
namely, the effects of the consumption of milk on the 
health of therace. Every living being is a milk consumer, 
and it is very satisfactory to note that the lethargic 
attitude adopted by “the man in the street ’’ towards 
questions concerning the production of an article of food 
which so closely concerns him is gradually giving place 
to a spirit of keen interest. Consequently it is not sur- 
prising to find that the announcement of an International 
Dairy Congress—in the initiating of which the United 
States have led the way—has aroused public interest. 
The English Government will no doubt send to the Congress 
certain accredited representatives. Beyond this it cannot 
assist financially. It has, however, through the Depart- 
ments most closely concerned, namely, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the Ministry of Health, been responsible 
for the setting up of a World’s Dairy Congress Committee, 
representative of all aspects of the dairying industry in 
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England and Wales, including public health bodies, and 
containing also nominees of the Ministry of Agriculture, 
the Ministry of Health and the Home Office. 

The Committee has as chairman Sir Daniel Hall, Chief 
Scientific Adviser of the Ministry of Agriculture, and as 
Deputy Chairman Sir Newton, M.P. The 
Honorary Secretary is Mr. V. E. Wilkins, an officer of the 


Douglas 
Ministry of Agriculture. The Committee’s object is to 
organise the representation of England and Wales at the 
Congress. To this end it will arrange for the reading of 
certain number of papers at the Congress, written by 
persons who are qualified to speak authoritatively on their 
respective subjects. The Committee will also endeavour 
to arrange for a suitable delegation of representatives from 
this country. This delegation will consist partly of 
representatives nominated by Government Departments 
and by certain Associations who are able to send represent - 
atives, together with private individuals intimately 
concerned with dairying or public health questions, and 
who may be able to go to America at their own expense. 
In addition, however, there are persons who cannot afford 
the travelling and out-of-pocket expenses which attendance 
at the Congress would involve, but who ought to be in- 
cluded in a delegation from this country. The Committe 
has no fund of its own, and is, therefore, appealing for 
contributions to a central fund, from which it can assist 
the passages of persons coming within the last-named 
category.-Ministry of Agriculture. 


R.S.1. Meat Inspection Course. 


As noted in advertisement columns, the Royal Sanitary 
Institute Spring Term programme includes a course of 
lectures and demonstrations for Meat and Food [nspectors 
The course, which is of a systematically practical nature. 
commences on Friday, February 9th, and includes cattle 
visits and lectures and demonstrations at the 


Applica- 


market 
Institute, 90 Buckingham Palace Road, S.W. 
tion to the Director, E. White Wallis, Esq., F.S.E., will 
The 


the standard examinations of the Institute, 


secure full particulars. lectures are followed by 
which are 


recognised in all parts of the British Empire. 








Correspondence. 


Letters to the Editor should reach the Office not later than by the 
first post on Tuesday morning for insertion in following Saturday's issue. 
All correspondence must bear the name and address of the con- 


tributor for publication. 
The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of 


his correspondents. 





Sir,—l cordially agree with Captain Kirk as to the 
present condition of veterinary inspection at dog shows 
being unsatisfactory, but | am afraid the solution of this 
problem is not so simple as he suggests. I understand 
him to claim that if suitable accommodation is provided 
for paid surgeons to examine the dog immediately prior 
to admission, then all would be well. 

I feel | owe you, sir, and your readers some excuse 
for writing on this subject, as | must confess I have neither 
officiated at a dog show nor enjoyed the society of members 
of doy clubs or exhibitors of or dealers in dogs. — [ have 
noticed, however, that so few of your contributors turn 
their attention to canine matters, that I feared this import- 
ant subject might be dropped. 
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Veterinary surgeons are willing to do this work withdut 
payment. Obviously they think some benefit is derived 
by ingratiating themselves with all and sundry as well as 
subtly advertising—-or it may be presumed that they act 
out of pure charity. Can it seriously be suggested that 
they would do their work in any different manner if a sum 
of money were added to the other motives? Are we as 
a profession likely to enhance our reputation by demanding 
a fee for services previously rendered gratuitously, and by 
suggesting that the work would be better done if payment 
were received 7? 

There is no compulsion about the matter, and if a 
number of men chooses to work for nothing, it cannot 
be prevented from doing so. © Why should canine societies 
pay for what they now get gratis ’ For it is not only the 
least experienced who do this work, but also those of the 
highest repute. 

1 do think, however, that it is wrong for them to employ 
thoir unqualified assistants at shows and allow them to 
parade about the show with a V.S. badge. But as their 
clients, some of whom are presumably among the exhibitors, 
gladly receive medical advice from these same unqualified 
assistants, | suppose general satisfaction is given. 

It is necessary, if our advice is sought in the matter of 
the contraction of contagious disease at shows, that we 
should be in a position to give a solution of the problem. 
The main one is that of distemper, and rests on the ability 
of the inspector to diagnose at sight without the assistance 
of any history, and with hindrance rather than help from 
the animal’s daily attendant. [It is well known that in 
the less acute stages of the disease, and particularly in the 
earlier stages, symptoms are very illusive, and we have the 
authority of Carré, a distinguished bacteriologist, in 
stating that these stages are the most contagious. 

In a recent issue, when recording a case of distemper, 
Mr. Livesey touches on « similar phenomenon when he 
says he thinks the disease was of longer duration than the 
history stated 

When T was engaged in experimental work on distemper 
some of the veterinary surgeons on the committee directing 
the work showed, when inspecting the dogs, surprise that 
so few exhibited symptoms 1 knew that all had shown 
symptoms at times, as | made examinations daily. 

The fact of the matter is that there are no means of 
diagnosing distemper in a large proportion of cases without 
assistance from the regular attendant of the animal. 
The same applies to mange and so-called ‘ husk.”” The 
question therefore arises, Are we justified in certifying a 
dog as free from contagious disease as the result: of a 
brief examination ? Under the circumstances | do not 
think we do ourselves justice in accepting the responsibility, 
which should be placed on the owner, who is in a position 
to observe the animal during the days and weeks prior to 
exhibition An existing rule of the Kennel Club insists 
that an owner must declare the exhibit at the time of entry 
for the show to be free from distemper, and that there has 
been no case in tho kennel for six weeks prior to entry. 
If this onus were placed on the veterinary surgeon attend- 
ing the kennel, who could certify a clean bill of health for 
the period, then the spread of the disease would be checked 
Other contagious diseases should also be included In- 
cidentally, by this means the avaricious practitioner 
might help his ledger Precautions should further be 
taken to prevent contact between animals while at the 
show 

There is another consideration, Ll believe that 
cases which appear to arise at or immediately after a show 
in reality are already suffering from the earlier stages, 
or are in the incubation stage before admission to the show, 
the disturbance of the animal’s normal life converting 
the latent into the patent. This danger should also be 
minimised by veterinary surgeon’s certificate of examin. 
ations covering a sufficient period before entry. 


Dany 


Yours truly, 
IF. O. PARSONS, 
The Mall, Ealing. 
January 8th,1923. 
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Summary of Keturns. — 





































































































Foot- Glanders 
Rabies. Anthrax and-Mouth (including a, mse wine Fever. 
___|_ Disease. | Farcy).* |" *08° 
Cases | ¥ SSé led | ¥ He | % ies Bss 
® ’ co | id p | = 
Period. Confirmed. é | 3 2 eS 9 3.5 g 3 a 3 3 os] 8 F $3 
met earn (1. <4 ° 223 *enx| £ [= oS! 3 2.215 wos 
sis | @ = @ Sas 255 & J2Se|) = Jate] Ze 
214d | e 4 lex OSS « FIs a fei slasd is s 
geise 4 $3 GUS sis hc 3 [Sms] Bg |S Psl se * 
7 fe ons es | ag aepees i) Bw Ses ons 
a eogct#£ez B SE bakes —E Kas GE i2_ SESE [ct 
~ | sais 5 se sao8fead) cz [sed] = etd sa ls38 
A/S 16 ;4]6 56 |< 6 ai6 [6 j2** 
~ GT. BRITAIN. — No.) No, | No. ; No. No. ; No. | No. No. | No. | No. | No. | No. ; No 
Week ended 13th Jan., 1923 ° ws 20 21 ve | 70 en ss 32; 53] 35 43 13 
“ —— | | ee. 
, * , wae d..] .. | 6 | 16 | ... SRA peer! Spee 48 s2] 47 | 34 7 
Corresponding 1921 | 2] ... | 22 31 o. | 89| 158] 34 | 26 | 5 
Week in ' eo fal | 8 ou] 5 | 295 | 2 | 153!) 322] 36 | 48 | 9 
Total for 2 weeks, 1923 ae _ cad 30 33 173 on oti 55 98 | 55 72 17 
a 1922 |... | .. 25 27 i sae : ee 112 166] 106 66 25 
Corresponding i921 | 4] |. | at) 52 | 12 | toa | |. |). | 1st] 258] 50 | 6o | 
ported in 1920 | 1 2 | 2 | 12 | 652 | 2 2 4 3iz| 633] 67 fio | 3e 
Note. The tigures for the current year are approximate only. _ *Excluding outbreaks in Army hi horses. x 
IRELAND. — Outbreaks l 
Week ended 13th Jan., 1923... 6 10 4 22 
1922 9 6 6 53 
Corresponding Week in 1921 4 10 l l 
1920 7 13 oo 
Total for 2 weeks, 1923 | oe 7 13 8 | 55 
| oe 
1922 | 14 12 | 17 | 73 
Correspondin riod in 192]... hés.- wen 4 18 l 1 
ee ee { 1926 | 4 Lee l 
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GENERAL ACCIDENT 


FIRE AND LIFE 


ASSURANCE CORPORATION LIMITED 


PERTH, SCOTLAND & ALDWYCH, LONDON, W.C.2. 
Pioneers for Live Stock Insurance. 





Farm Horses. Bloodstock. Pedigree and 
In-foal Mares Hunters. ee 


and Foals. | Show eae Marine Transit 
Stallions. to all Parts. 


LIBERAL TERMS to the VETERINARY PROFESSION 
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CLINICAL THERMOMETERS. 
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Best Quality, 4-minute, Magnifying front, N.P.L. Stamped, in metal 
case, 2/9 a 30/- per ozen. 

Pocket Clips of re pen type can be fitted to the metal cases 
at 6d. each, or 4/6 per dozen. 
See 6/6 each. SCALPELS, metal handles, 

19/- doz. 


RECORD SYRINGES | c.c., 5/6, 2 c.c., 6/6. 
ALL POST FREE. 


Tel. L cbemeun Posner, 
moyai cos. MK. A. FULTON, Ssbovsiory Fumisher i. 
161 BROWNLOW HILL, LIVERPOOL. 








The Standard lodine 


VETERINARY PRACTICE. 


VeTiIopD has been used with marked success in 
eczema and other skin diseases, mange, ring- 
worm and other parasitic conditions; grease in 
horses, cracked heel, capped hock and elbow 
bursitis, swollen glands, tumours, abscesses, 
bites, tears, wounds, pleurisy, and pneumonia. 


VETIOD 


One Ib. Size, 6/6. Four ib. Size, 24/-. 














| 
| 
| “| had acase quickly cured by VetTiop—horse 
| with tumour in neck. Lanced it and packed 
| with the ointment, and it healed up remarkably 
quickly. Another case of a cow with abscess in 
| neck which was treated with VETIOD, and when 
| the abscess was lanced the one-and-a-half pints 
of pus it contained was stained with iodine, as 
was also the cavity. I consider this a proof of 
the iodine being absorbed, and also think it 
must have a good antiseptic effect. —M.RC.V.S. 


MENLEY & JAMES, LTD., 
64 HATTON GARDEN, LONDON, E.C. 



































